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"OASES IN THE NATIONAL DESERT"
To the Editor:\p=m-\Youreditorial comment in The Journal,
July 20, "Oases in the National Desert" seems especially pat
here, as our town has just buried a man who bought six
bottles of a beef, iron and wine preparation (19 per cent.
alcohol), went up the river with a comrade in a boat and did
not return until the river had been dragged for some eight or
ten hours. If our government desires to make effective pro-
hibition of alcoholic liquors for conservation of food or other
reasons, it would seem that it must take into consideration
the "patent medicine" evil.
H. H. Loveland, M.D., Republic, Mich.
Queries and Minor Notes
Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will not
be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and address,
but these will be omitted, on request.
THE ARMY SCHOOL OF NURSING
To the Editor:—Please give me the following information concerning
the Army School of Nursing: 1. What are the essentials of eligibility,
such as educational prerequisites, etc. ? 2. To whom is application for
admission made? 3. What is the extent of the course and the amount
of training given? 4. Will those completing the course qualify as
graduate nurses? 5. Will those taking traininig have to bear their
own expenses? 6. What salary is paid after completion of the course?
C Max Anderson, M.D., Manteno, 111.
Answer.—1. A candidate must be between 21 and 35 years
of age, single or a widow, in good physical condition and of
good moral character. She must be a graduate of a recog¬
nized high school or present evidence of an educational
equivalent.
2. Candidates should make application to the Surgeon-
General of the Army in person or in writing or through the
Division Directors of the Bureau of Nursing of the American
Red Cross, who may be addressed as follows :
New England Division, 755 Boylston St., Boston.Atlantic Division, 44 East 23d St., New York
Pennsylvania Division, 1601 Walnut St., Philadelphia
Potomac Division, 930 Sixteenth St., N. W., Washington, D. C.Southern Division, 424 Healy Bldg., Atlanta, Ga.Lake Division, 929 Garfield Bldg., Cleveland
Gulf Division, Post Office Bldg., New Orleans
Northern Division, 202 Essex Bldg-, Minneapolis
Central Division, 180 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago
Southwestern Division, 1617 Ry. Exchange, St. LouisMountain Division, 14th and Welton Sts., Denver
Northwestern Division, White Bldg., Seattle
Pacific Division, 942 Market St., San Francisco
The candidate should make application to the division
director nearest her place of residence.
3. The Army School of Nursing, located in the Surgeon-
General's Office, Washington, D. G, offers to women desiring
to care for sick and wounded soldiers a course leading to a
diploma in nursing if the military hospitals—in which the
training will be given—continue in operation for the full
period of the course. Should the cessation of hostilities
occur before the completion of this period, credit for all
branches of nursing completed will be given in a certificate by
the Army School of Nursing that will entitle the holder to
recognition by such civil training school as she may sub¬
sequently enter as a student.
The course extends over a period of three years. A credit
of nine months, or approximately an academic year, will be
given to graduates of accredited colleges, and credit of three
or more months to students who have had two or more years
of work in college or in approved technical schools that have
included prescribed courses in the sciences. The course will
be divided into a preliminary term of four months, which is
also a probationary period, a junior year of eight months, an
intermediate year of twelve months and a senior year of
twelve months. A vacation of one month for each year in
the school will be granted. Lectures, recitations an'd labora¬
tory work will be given in the required subjects, and hours
of duty on the ward will be arranged in accordance with the
required class work. The military hospitals will provide
experience in surgical nursing, including orthopedic, eye, ear,
nose and throat work, and medical nursing, including com¬
municable, nervous and mental diseases. Experience in the
diseases of children, gynecology, obstetrics, and public health
nursing will be provided through affiliations in the second or
third year of the course.
Special consideration will be given to those who have taken
the course in elementary hygiene and home care of the sick
under the auspices of the American Red Cross, and such can¬
didate should request application blanks from the division
directors of the Bureau of Nursing or the instructors of the
course in elementary hygiene and home care of the sick.
Candidates will be admitted in accordance with the needs
of the service, the first class beginning about July 1, 1918.
The subjects included in the preliminary course will be:
anatomy and physiology, applied chemistry, bacteriology, per¬
sonal hygiene, hospital housekeeping, nutrition and cookery,
drugs and solutions, elementary nursing principles and
methods, bandaging, and the historical, ethical and social
bases of nursing. The subjects following the preliminary
course will include : materia medica and therapeutics, diet
in disease, massage, surgery, orthopedics, diseases of the eye,
ear, nose and throat, operating room technic, general medi¬
cine, communicable diseases, occupational, venereal and skin
diseases, nervous and mental diseases, diseases of infants and
children, gynecology and obstetrics. Public health nursing,
social service and other subjects relating to the problems of
the several fields of nursing and modern social conditions will
be considered in the third year.
4. Yes.
5. No tuition fee is demanded. Students will be provided
with board, lodging, laundry and textbooks during the course ;
but they will be required to provide themselves with indoor
uniforms for the preliminary course, and on its completion,
with an outdoor uniform and such additional indoor uniforms
as are necessary during their residence in the school. Fifteen
dollars a month is allowed to meet these and other school
expenses, except for the period of affiliation.
6. On completion of the course the students will become
members of the regular Army Nurse Corps in the order of
the vacancies ; in case there are no vacancies, they will beplaced on the list for appointment as vacancies occur. These
nurses receive $50 a month in the United States and $60 a
month abroad.
DOSAGE OF VARIOUS SALTS OF QUININ
To the Editor:—In using quinin for malaria, is there much or any
difference in the quantity of quinin alkaloid carried in the different
salts? For instance, what size dose of the hydrochlorate or bisulphate
would equal (in actual quinin) a 10 grain dose of the sulphate?
W. D. Wheless, M.D., Rayville, La.
Answer.—We give below a brief table comparing the dos¬
age of the various salts of quinin about which our corre¬
spondent makes inquiry. It will be noticed that the difference
in dosage when based on that of the U. S. Pharmacopeia
quinin is not very great. In fact, we find on comparing all
the ordinary salts of quinin of the U. S. Pharmacopeia and
New and Nonofficial Remedies, that the greatest difference
is between quinin and quinin bisulphate. It may be of interest
to note that there are two hydrochlorids of quinin now official.
The dihydrochlorid is much more soluble but contains almost
exactly the same percentage of quinin as the ordinary hydro-
chlorid· If Dose of
U. S. P.
Quinin, Quinin
Per Cent. is 10 GrainsOuinin, U. S. P. (contains 3H20). 85.71 10.00Quinin hydrochlorid, U. S. 81.72 10.49Ouinin dihydrochlorid, U. S. . 81.63 10.5Quinin bisulphate, U. S. 59.12 14.5Quinin sulphate, U. S. 74.33 11.54
This gives direct comparison of dosage on the basis of a
10 grain dose of official quinin. The comparison on the basis
of a 10 grain dose of the sulphate is obviously almost the
same.
INFORMATION DESIRED CONCERNING A VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL FOR THE PARALYZED
To the Editor:—Please inform me if you know of any institution or
school to which a young man with a paralysis following a poliomyelitis
may be sent to learn some trade or vocation.
H. A. A.
Answer.—If any of our readers who know of such an insti¬
tution will notify The Journal, we will forward its name to
our correspondent.
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